THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
applied not so long since to Belgian cities. If Germany
having already reoccupied the Rhineland, and hav-
ing achieved her rearmament, could in addition place
herself in a position to dominate Gibraltar and occupy
submarine bases off the West African coast command-
ing the Cape route, she could then discuss colonies and
other matters with some authority.
At this point Franco enters upon the scene, need-
ing help other than that provided by Moors in his
rebellion against the Spanish Government. Franco
is master of Morocco, and Morocco might become the
master of Gibraltar; and Britain still held Gibraltar.
The Germans, it will be remembered, had great
ambitions, constantly thwarted by the British and the
French, in Morocco before 1914, It was the arrival
of the German gunboat Panther in the summer of
1911 off Agadir "to protect German interests' which
brought Europe to the verge of war. It indicates the
strategic importance of Spanish Morocco. The Euro-
pean State which controls it also controls the Straits
of Gibraltar*
The principal reason why this area was ever handed
over to Spain was that Great Britain was opposed to
French possession of a coast-line from which British
communications with India through the Mediter-
ranean could be menaced. That opposition would
naturally apply still more strongly in the case of any
otibcr great power* The frontier between the French
and Spanish zones is an artificial one, which makes it
easy to encourage subversive activities in one zone
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